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CLIFTON ARB MEETING
THURSDAY, MAY 28, 2026 7:30 PM
TOWN OFFICES
7137B MAIN STREET
CLIFTON, VIRGINIA 20124

Present:	Royce Jarrendt, Chair; Jay Davis, Town Council Representative; Phyllis Lovett; Jeff Stein
Staff:	Kerrie Gogoel, Town Clerk
Absent:	Geri Yantis; Mary Hess; Dwayne Nitz

The Regular Meeting was called to order by Chair Jarrendt at 7:30PM.


1. Request to approve the minutes from the April 2026 meeting.

· Member Davis made a motion to approve the minutes from the April 2026 meeting, pending a typographical correction. The motion was seconded by Member Lovett and approved by poll, 4-0.

2. CBA Signs for Fourth of July
a. The Board reviewed the CBA signs proposed for the Fourth of July.

· Chair Jarrendt made a motion to approve the CBA signs for the Fourth of July. The motion was seconded by Member Lovett and approved by poll, 4-0.

3. 12801 Chestnut Street
a. The applicant, Mrs. Corey Hinderstein, presented a plan for solar panels on the house. She noted that, upon review of the Virginia State Code and the Town of Clifton regulations, there is no prohibition on solar panels, and that she had worked with a company with the understanding that the key consideration is visibility and line of sight from the front of the property. She noted that the panels would be visible from the driveway but not from the street.
i. Member Davis inquired, on a more technical matter, whether enough panels were being installed to cover all of the household’s energy needs. Mrs. Hinderstein replied that they would not, and that there was no plan to add more in the future.
ii. Mrs. Hinderstein explained that a 12-month solar assessment had been completed using the actual topography of the property, and that one tree at the back of the property would be taken down by six feet. She noted that the panels would cover approximately 40% of the main house’s usage over the course of the year, across two meters, and would not cover the garage.
iii. Member Davis asked whether there was any plan to place panels on the garage. Mrs. Hinderstein replied that there was not, as it would not be worthwhile due to the trees.
iv. Mrs. Hinderstein noted that NOVEC offers an unusual and desirable arrangement for solar, providing a measure-for-measure immediate bill credit, which functions better as an offset than as a replacement.
v. Mrs. Hinderstein explained that everything clips onto the roof with no drilling. She noted that some roof repair is needed, and that the repair would be completed in one section first, followed by the installation.
vi. Mrs. Hinderstein explained that, from a capacity standpoint, they would not look to future expansion because of the orientation, the number of panels, and the recommendation from NOVEC. She noted that the project is on a 13-year recovery, that they would not want to add more, that any creditable surface is already being used, and that additional panels elsewhere would not be desirable.
vii. Chair Jarrendt inquired whether the applicant has a generator. Mrs. Hinderstein replied that they do, and that there is no battery backup, as the generator serves as the backup.
viii. Mrs. Hinderstein noted that when the system is over capacity it will feed power back to NOVEC, but that they anticipate drawing a small amount of power even in the summer.
ix. Mrs. Hinderstein noted that the company they are working with has experience with other historic districts, including Herndon, and is willing to work with the Town.
x. Member Davis noted that they had checked with Kathy Kalinowski, Chair of the Planning Commission, and that there is nothing in the Town of Clifton regulations governing this, and that Planning does not need to approve it.
xi. Chair Jarrendt inquired whether the property backs up to Clifton Heights and whether those properties would have views. Mrs. Hinderstein replied that in the summer they would not, and that in the winter they would have obstructed views.
xii. Chair Jarrendt noted that, should the Board move toward approval, care should be taken with the language, and set out the following stipulations:
1. The installation is low profile;
2. There is reduced visibility from public streets and walkways as well as from neighboring properties;
3. The installation does not damage the historic building, as the panels clip on.

· Member Davis made a motion to approve the application for the applicants, Corey and Chase Hinderstein, based on the following stipulations: that the installation is low profile; there is reduced visibility from public streets and walkways as well as from neighboring properties; and the installation does not damage the historic building as the panels clip on. The motion was seconded by Member Lovett and approved by poll, 4-0.

4. Villagio Building Work
a. Chair Jarrendt noted that the entire building is finished in wood grain of various types. He noted that it should still be mentioned to the applicant that he has not completed the work that was approved.
5. Updating ARB Guidelines
a. Chair Jarrendt noted that, in the current atmosphere of sustainability, it would be preferable to identify a better standard than simply wood windows. He suggested that the Board could take the opportunity to specify particular makes and models of windows, followed by the phrase “or better.”
6. Adjournment
a. The meeting was adjourned by general acclamation.
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